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The Je f fe r son  Hotel,  compLetcd in 1895, is a massive, y e t  graceful s t r u c t u x  
of buff brick and stone. T y p i c a l  of  t h e  warlc  of  Carrere and Hastiags, it 
is an effective blend of many archit~ctural forms and s ty les ,  al though t h e  
exterior is composed c h i e f l y  of I r a l i a n  and Spanish Renaissance elements. 
The f o u r  towers rising f rom the main block w i t h  i t s  imposing entrances, 
l o g g i a ,  varied window forms, and wealth of r i c h  architectural ornament 
aake the structure an important Richmond landmark, Although gutted by 
f i r e  in 2901 ,  the exterior ,  for the m o s t  p a r t ,  survives as orlginalLy 
designed. Ona bas i c  change following the  fire was the reconstruction o f  

the wings on the saurhern erd. These were rebuFle to run north-south 
r a the r  than east-west to allow more light and atr i n t o  the room. 

The planning  and circul.ation of the  ho te l  were %?el1 thought out ra serve 
the hotal's various functions, There were three  p r i n c i p a l  entrances: The 
Main S t r e e t  entrance leading i n t o  the Rotunda f o r  comercial travelers; t h e  
Franklin S t r e e t  entrance, known as the "Ladies Entrance" for  those 
a t t end ing  social  func t ions ;  and the covered s i d e  entrance used by carriages. 
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The Carrere and Hastings designed p u b l i c  rooms in the north end surv ive  
generally i n t a c t  and d i s p l a y  a diverse range of s t y l e s .  These tooms i n c ~ v d d  - 
the Louis X V I  Grand Salon, the Pornpeian Palm C o ~ ~ r t ,  and a nurnbes of small 
reception and waiting r~om3  fn various French styles.  The lower sou the rn  
end, however, w a s  completely redesigned by J. Revan Peebles following 
the fire. Instead of the iron supports fronting a massive arcade 5.n the 
Rotunba, Peebles subs t i tu ted  a great: colonnade and decorated t h e  room and 
i t s  grand s ta i rcase  in t y p i c e l  "Edwardian Baroque". PeebLes~aLso added an 
audit~rjum~to t h e  east of-the hotel which,is  now used by the EngineersF 

C l u b .  Wh-ile the h o t e l  has suffered inte;ior a l t e r a t ions ,  none has 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  damaged the o r i g i n g l  fahrjc so as to acriowsly higder.restoratr.orr, 
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